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DECISION ON 
PETITION 



This is a decision on the PETITION FILED UNDER 37 CFR 1.181 for improperly 
withdrawing claims from consideration. 

Original claims 10-16 recited a fuel cell stack and claims 17-18 recited a method of 
partial recuperation. The Examiner issued a non-final Office Action on February 19, 
2009 encompassing claims 10-18. Applicants responded on June 15, 2009 and added 
new claims 19-26 which recited a fuel cell stack. The Examiner withdrew claims 19-26 
in the Office Action of September 26, 2009 because they recited additional details of the 
invention that were not recited in claims 10-16. 

It is noted that the present application is the national stage of a PCT application and that 
any restriction requirement is governed by the unity of invention rules under 37 CFR 
1.475. 

DECISION 

The petition is GRANTED . 

The Examiner failed to establish that a lack of unity exists to the new claims and is 
directed to consider the withdrawn claims. 

/Jacqueline M. Stone/ 



Jacqueline M. Stone, Director 
Technology Center 1700 
Chemical and Materials Engineering 

Philippe J.C. Signore, Ph.D. 

OBLON, SPIVAK, MCCLELLAND MAIER & NEUSTADT, L L P. 
1940 DUKE STREET 
ALEXANDRIA VA 223 14 



